
USDA Assistant to the Secretary of Agriculture for Rural 
Development, Ann Hazlett, was recently in Iowa to announce 
financial awards and see the results of USDA supported 
projects. The first order of business was the announcement 
of $309 million of USDA investment to 
improve rural electric infrastructure in 12 
states. Central Iowa Power Cooperative 
(CIPCO) hosted this event at their Cedar 
Rapids office. Iowa utilities receiving 
awards included Farmers Electric 
Cooperative who received a $1.4 million 
USDA loan to invest in smart-grid projects. 
Harrison County REC in Woodbine also 
received a $6 million loan to build and 
improve their lines and make additional 
system upgrades. 

Hazlett also spent time learning more about the FIND 
(Fulfilling Iowa’s Need for Dentists) program. To date, nearly 
$3 million USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & 

Grant (REDL&G) funds have supported 13 rural electric 
cooperative and independent telecommunications companies 
provide pass-through loans or revolving loan funds to 
establish or expand dental practices in rural Iowa. 

The FIND (Fulfilling Iowa’s Need for 
Dentists) initiative was developed to 
address the state’s shortage of practicing 
dentists and bring dental care closer 
to home for all Iowans. IADG became 
a partner in this initiative a decade 
ago and actively works to connect 
future dentists with potential locations 
throughout Iowa. As a result, 44 dentists 
have chosen to practice in Iowa. FIND 
can provide up to $100,000 in dental 

education financial assistance to new dentists dedicated 
to practicing in under-served areas of Iowa. For more 
information on FIND, contact IADG’s Bruce Hansen or 
Sue Cosner at 800-888-4743.
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Freedom Racing 
Continues to Expand

Freedom Racing is undergoing a 3,800 sq. ft. 
expansion to their 9,000 sq. ft. headquarters 
in Lamoni. The expansion will allow the 
business to improve and enlarge the packing 
area, and separate shipping and receiving 
in order to increase efficiency and flow. The 
company expects to grow from 22 to 30 
employees or more in the next few years.

Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO) 
supported this project through their Revolving 
Loan Fund. Utilities serving Freedom Racing 
include Lamoni Municipal Utilities and GRM 
Networks. 

USDA Hazlett Visits Iowa

New Buildings to Pique Interest 
and Growth

IADG’s utility partners have a history of 
proactively developing industrial sites and 
buildings to spur business growth. Iowa RECs 
have actively participated in the development 
of 7,239 acres of industrial property, located 
in 95 industrial parks in Iowa. They have 
also played an active role in constructing 
73 speculative buildings, providing over 

2.2 million sq. ft. of industrial 
space. New buildings are being 
constructed across Iowa. Active 
marketing began earlier this year 
for a newly completed 30,000 sq. 
ft. shell building in the East Lakes 

Industrial Park in Spirit Lake. A ribbon cutting is planned for mid-July 
for another 30,000 sq. ft. shell building located in the “Certified” Perry 
Industrial Park. A third 30,000 sq. ft. shell building is in the early stages 
of development and will be located in the Fairfield South Industrial and 
Business Park. Learn about these available buildings and more at IADG.com.

The Perry and Fairfield shell buildings are projects receiving support through 
the USDA. See page 2 for an overview of the $5.6 million recent USDA Rural 
Economic Development Loan & Grant program awards. 



Centerville Community 
School District is 
expanding the Lakeview 
Elementary school 
building in Centerville, 
allowing them to provide 
upgraded facilities to 
the students and also complete the District’s consolidation. 
The project includes the addition of several classrooms, a 
music room and additional staff and student work areas. 
Renovations also include improvement to the administrative 
space, meeting areas for staff and parents, ADA compliant 
restrooms and an enhanced concession stand. Technology 
upgrades will also take place throughout the facility to expand 
its advanced computer network to support the computers and 
other technology devices used in the school. 
Utility: Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative 
REDL: $2,000,000 Award
REDG: $300,000 Award
Match: $60,000 from Chariton Valley REC
RLF: Enhance Existing Funds
Utility: Northeast Power Cooperative
REDG: $300,000 Award
Match: $60,000 from Northeast Power Cooperative
RLF: Created New Fund

Sacred Heart 
Parish in Spencer 
recently opened the 
Manzer Family Early 
Childhood Center, 
adding childcare and 
preschool services for up to 56 children, ages two and three. 
The 6,100 sq. ft. expansion project included the addition of 
four new classrooms with restroom in each, two adult ADA 
compliant restrooms, a conference/meeting room, check-in 
area, small kitchenette, laundry room and mechanical rooms. 
This project will create 9.5 full time equivalent positions.
Utility: Spencer Municipal Utilities
REDG:  $300,000 Award
Match:  $60,000 from Spencer Municipal Utilities
RLF: Enhance Existing Funds

ProPulse, a manufacturer of hose 
and other products related to 
high pressure fluid conveyance, 
recently expanded its footprint by purchasing an existing 
29,600 sq. ft. building located one mile west of ProPulse’s 
headquarters in Peosta. ProPulse had outgrown its current 
facility and is using this new space to set the stage for future 

growth. The new building serves as a warehouse and training 
facility, with additional vacant space to allow for future 
expansion. New production equipment was also installed 
in the existing facility to increase output capacity. ProPulse 
expects to create 27 additional jobs in Peosta within the next 
three years. Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative provides 
electric power to ProPulse.
Utility: Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO)
REDL: $1,000,000 Award

Mercy Medical Center – New Hampton 
is reconfiguring and upgrading existing 
rooms to better accommodate patient 
privacy and provide extra space for 
clinicians to administer care. The 
emergency center will be renovated to 
increase security; a psychiatric exam 
room will be added; and enhanced 
safety, privacy and security measures 
will be added to the corridor between the emergency center 
and outpatient clinic. 
Utility: New Hampton Municipal Power Plant (NHMPP)
REDG:  $300,000 Award
Match:  $60,000 from NHMPP
RLF: Create New Fund

Southwest Iowa Dental 
Associates (SWIDA) will be 
constructing a new 5,000 sq. 
ft. building in Shenandoah to 
accommodate the projected 
growth of the dental practice. 
Currently operating in a 
1,300 sq. ft. space, the 
ability to meet demand was 
challenging. This new facility 
will include eight state-of-the-art operatories, equipment and 
new technologies.  The project will retain seven current full-
time positions and create five new jobs, while providing much 
needed service to those living in the community.  
Utility: Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO)
REDL: $500,000 Award

Lake View Family Dentistry (LVFD) is looking forward to 
expanding their operation to better accommodate the 
healthcare needs of the community. The plan is to renovate 
a 1,200 sq. ft. vacant and distressed building located on 
Main Street in Lake View. The new location will be handicap 
accessible and ADA compliant with ample paved street 
parking for patients. Four state-of-the-art operatories, 
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The USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant (REDL&G) program provides zero-interest loans (REDL) to rural utilities, which they in turn, pass through to local 
businesses for projects that will create and retain jobs in rural areas. USDA also provides grant (REDG) funds to eligible utility organizations to establish revolving loan funds 
(RLFs). This is a competitive process, and IADG and our utility partners work hard to identify and submit Iowa projects that will score well against program parameters. 
Because of this, the REDL&G program has become a tremendous tool that utility partners bring to the table for business and community development. IADG is proud to have 
supported the applications for these business expansion projects that have been awarded funds through the USDA REDL&G program.

$5.6 MILLION AWARDED BY USDA FOR IOWA PROJECTS



dedicated lab and digital x-ray rooms, in-room computerized 
equipment, intraoral camera, and television for education 
videos are among the features of this new space. The result 
will be more efficient and better patient flow, reduced wait 
times, and improved access to dental care for all residents. 
Utility: Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative
REDG:  $300,000 Award
Match:  $60,000 from Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative
RLF: Enhance Existing Funds

Perry Economic 
Development, Inc. 
recently completed 
the construction of a 
30,000 sq. ft. shell 
building, located in 
the “Certified” 151-
acre Perry Industrial Park. This new building is an attractive 
addition to the industrial park, providing a customizable 
building attractive to many business types. The building is 
expandable, has a 30 ft. ceiling and gravel floor, allowing for 
customization to meet the buyers needs. A ribbon cutting 
event is scheduled for mid-July. 
Utility: Minburn Communications

REDG:  $300,000 Award
Match:  $60,000 from Minburn Communications
RLF: Enhance Existing Funds

Fairfield Economic 
Development 
Association (FEDA) 
is moving forward 
with the planning 
and construction 
of a 30,000 sq. ft. 
shell building in the Fairfield South Industrial and Business 
Park in Fairfield. Building features include a single slope roof 
with 30 ft. peak, clear span steel support system and gravel 
floor, providing maximum customization opportunity. This new 
building will greatly assist in attracting business prospects 
to Jefferson County. Several partners are coming together in 
a 28E agreement to make this project happen. Included are 
FEDA, the City of Fairfield, Jefferson County, Access Energy 
Cooperative and Northeast Power Cooperative. 
Utility: Access Energy Cooperative
REDG:  $300,000 Award
Match:  $60,000 from Access Energy Cooperative
RLF: Enhance Existing Funds

  Housing 360 – Partners Building Housing Solutions
The Housing 360 Team; comprised of staff from IADG, Iowa Economic Development Authority, McClure Engineering, Midwest 
Sustainable Homes (MSH) and the Farm Bureau; has been working with two housing coalitions formed to develop strategies and 
solutions for housing projects in their regions.  The Southwest Iowa Housing 360 group, convened by Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Company (FMTC), and the Clayton County Housing 360 group, convened by the Clayton County Development Group, have been 
meeting and working with the Housing 360 team. The Housing 360 Team resulted from the 2016 Iowa Rural Development 
Summit hosted by the Iowa Rural Development Council.

In addition to the two organized groups in SW Iowa and NE Iowa, the team has also met with numerous other individual cities 
working to fill their critical housing gap.  These meetings have resulted in the identification of the incentives cities are willing to 
provide; practical employer-assisted housing instruments, and financing tools including the USDA Homeownership Direct Loan 
Program (Section 502). MSH, along with the Housing 360 team, has also been meeting with banks across the state to determine 
their interest in the USDA 502 Housing program. MSH plans to start construction of housing units in 2018 in multiple locations. 

WTC Communications successfully secured a $2,500 Ripple Effect grant from Aureon 
and provided an additional $1,250 match to support the development of a Master Plan 
for city-owned property in Wilton. This plan will focus on housing and include main 
streets/drive aisles, building locations for multifamily areas and lots for commercial 
areas. Eastern Iowa Light & Power also provided $1,250 to support the development of 
the plan. 

For more information on the Housing 360 Initiative and the Ripple Effect program 
contact Sue Cosner or Bruce Hansen.

The USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant (REDL&G) program provides zero-interest loans (REDL) to rural utilities, which they in turn, pass through to local 
businesses for projects that will create and retain jobs in rural areas. USDA also provides grant (REDG) funds to eligible utility organizations to establish revolving loan funds 
(RLFs). This is a competitive process, and IADG and our utility partners work hard to identify and submit Iowa projects that will score well against program parameters. 
Because of this, the REDL&G program has become a tremendous tool that utility partners bring to the table for business and community development. IADG is proud to have 
supported the applications for these business expansion projects that have been awarded funds through the USDA REDL&G program.
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IADG Welcomes 
Graettinger Municipal 
Light Plant

IADG is excited to welcome Graettinger 
Municipal Light Plant as a new member. 
IADG looks forward to working with 
Graettinger Municipal Light Plant leaders  
as well as the current statewide membership, 
on a broad range of economic development 
initiatives. IADG services include site and 
building selection assistance, technical 
assistance, financial incentive packaging, 
marketing and communications services, 
and access to data resources. Learn more at 
IADG.com.

IADG Partner Forum “Energizing and 
Connecting Communities 

~ DON’T MISS IT! ~

If you haven’t already done so, 
REGISTER TODAY to attend 
the IADG Partners Forum. This 
biennial event is focused on 
sharing information, ideas and 
inspiration to support economic 
development in rural Iowa. 
Keynote speakers include 
Chuck Long, Dr. Bill Withers, 
and Justyn Miller, president of Aureon Technology. 
Sessions address 25 Ideas in 25 Minutes; Building 
Community Vitality; Agricultural Challenges, Trends 
and Opportunities; Entrepreneurial Panel of Business 
Leaders; and Spotlight on Housing Projects that are 
Fostering Growth. 

Full details and registration are available at  
IADG.com/Forum2018. We hope to see you there! 

Senator Grassley Visits Corn Belt 
Power to Discuss Energy Issues
Senator Chuck 
Grassley visited 
Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative in 
Humboldt to discuss 
energy issues. In 
attendance were 
approximately 45 
electric cooperative 
employees, managers and directors. This visit was part of Senator 
Grassley’s annual 99-county town meeting schedule. 

Electric Cooperative representatives showcased Corn Belt Power’s 
Revolving Loan Fund and the projects that it has assisted within 
Northern Iowa. Other topics included 24/7 energy sources, the ethanol 
and wind energy industries, disaster assistance among coops, and more. 

Aerial Photos Tell  
the Story

IADG believes that a “picture is worth 
1,000 words.” As a result, IADG 
is working with our sponsors and 
community partners to update aerial 
photos of available sites and buildings. 
While drones are becoming a valuable 
provider of excellent images, we still 
have a high demand for the IADG Aerial 
Photography Program. Continue to visit 
IADG.com to check out the new sites 
and buildings that are available in Iowa. 
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