
TrinityRail will break ground in July on their new $60 million facility in the 
Butler Logistics Park located northwest of Shell Rock. The company expects that 
when construction is complete by the end of 2020, they will have employment 
opportunities for 250 people. Jobs include metal fabrication, welding, painting, 
cleaning, and administrative positions. 

TrinityRail, a division of Trinity Industries based in Dallas, Texas, provides 
services and products for rail transportation, including repairs, maintenance, 
and modifications. TrinityRail also has manufacturing operations in Texas, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Oklahoma, North Carolina, and Mexico. TrinityRail selected 
Butler County based on Iowa’s pro-business climate, well-trained workforce, and 
operational flexibility. 

Butler County REC provides electric power to the Butler Logistics Park and actively worked with the Butler County 
Development Alliance and other partners to bring this company to Iowa. 
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TrinityRail Selects Butler Logistics Park

Seven RLFs Help Nutriom Expand
Congratulations 
to Nutriom, 
LLC for the 
groundbreaking 
of a new 
pasteurization 
facility on the 
south edge of 
Panora. This 
9,000 sq. ft. 
addition will 

enable Nutriom to accept and pasteurize eggs from the region 
more efficiently and safely. Shifting intake and pasteurization 
to the new addition will free up space in the main building for a 
future third drying lane and a new freeze dryer chamber to support 
business growth. 

Guthrie County REC, Farmers Electric Cooperative in Greenfield, 
Panora Communications Cooperative, Aureon, and Central Iowa 
Power Cooperative were among seven organizations that supported 
this project with their respective RLFs. 

Nutriom is a growing, family-owned company, from Washington 
state, that invented a technique for drying eggs to keep their fresh 
flavor, nutrition, and functionality. The product is called OvaEasy 
Egg Crystals. Nutriom was honored with a 2018 Iowa Venture 
Award. Nutriom is a customer of Panora Municipal Utilities, a 
wholesale electric customer of Guthrie County REC.

Organic Fertilizer Company 
Selects Wright County 

After nearly three years of deliberation and 
development, ReNewTrient 1 has selected a site 
ten miles south of Clarion in Wright County for 
their new $25 million organic fertilizer plant. 
The company will utilize its patented process 
to convert poultry litter, (manure), into both dry 
and liquid organic fertilizer for Farm Nutrients, 
a fertilizer distributor. The company is expected 
to generate about 150,000 tons of fertilizer per 
year that is pathogen, weed, and seed free. This 
new company, its processes, and products will 
be extremely beneficial to producers and the 
environment. Pictured are Todd Foss of Prairie 
Energy Cooperative, Hamsa Shadaksharappa of 
NuOrganics/ReNewTrient, Tim Marineau of Prairie 
Energy Cooperative, and Bruce Nuzum from IADG;  
as they close a $1 million USDA pass-through loan 
from Prairie Energy Cooperative. 



The Iowa Northern Railroad 
(IANR) will be installing 
nearly 8,000 additional 
feet of rail in the IANR 
main track located at the 
Butler Logistics Park near 
Shell Rock. The project 
includes the addition of two 
tracks, construction of a north switching lead, and grading 
and drainage improvements. This expansion is expected to 
reduce congestion at both the Bryant Yard in Waterloo and 
Manly Yard in Manly. The additional tracks will also enable 
the Butler Yard to accommodate a broader classification of 
rail cars, stage unit trains, and store cars onsite. 
Utility: Butler County REC 
REDL: $2,000,000 Award

Graettinger-Terril 
Community School 
District received 
$360,000 from 
Graettinger Municipal 
Light Plant (GMLP) to 
support an estimated 
$9.7 million renovation and expansion to their high school 
and elementary school buildings. The high school/middle 
school building in Graettinger will nearly double its footprint 
with a 39,000 sq. ft. expansion. The improvements include 
learning labs for science and agriculture students, a new 
gymnasium to hold athletic/fine arts events and physical 
education classes, space for student and adult meetings, and 
education. Improvements to both facilities’ entrances will 
enhance accessibility and security. 
Utility: Graettinger Municipal Light Plant
REDG: $300,000 Award to Enhance RLF
Match: $60,000 from Graettinger Municipal Light Plant

The City of Graettinger received a 
pass-through loan from River Valley 
Telecommunications Cooperative 
to support a major infrastructure project in the city’s central 
business district. Robins Street, the main Graettinger 
corridor, will be replaced, including all major underground 
utilities, sidewalks, lighting, and other streetscape 
improvements. The project will be completed in 2019. 
Utility: River Valley Telecommunications Cooperative
REDL: $875,000 Award

The City of Cambridge is renovating the city’s oldest surviving 
commercial building, the historic opera house which was 
built in 1914. When complete, this two-story building will 

result in five new commercial 
spaces available for a variety of 
uses. Due to its historical and 
physical prominence in downtown, 
Cambridge sees the rehabilitation 
of this building as a way to attract 
new businesses and residents. 
Huxley Communications Cooperative secured a USDA grant to 
support this project. 
Utility: Huxley Communications Cooperative
REDG: $236,102.50 Award to create a new RLF
Match: $47,220.50

Global Fabrication, a full-service 
fabrication shop specializing in 
commercial agriculture products, 
is expanding its facilities in 
Hampton. Franklin Rural Electric 
Cooperative is providing a $2 
million loan to support this 
project. Global Fabrication is purchasing a 30,000 sq. ft. 
spec building located in the Hampton Industrial Park, across 
the street from the company’s current location. The building 
is unfinished, and improvements include a concrete floor, 
electrical, lights, HVAC, and all associated manufacturing 
infrastructure. The expansion includes the addition of a 
powder coating line and handrail saw, two functions that had 
been outsourced. The expansion will increase production, 
efficiency, in-house processes, and the reduction in overall 
lead-times to customers. 
Utility: Franklin Rural Electric Cooperative 
REDL: $2,000,000 Award

JJ Nichting, in Sigourney, is 
a farm implement dealer who 
sells Case equipment. Central 
Iowa Power Cooperative is 
supporting the acquisition 
of an existing 12,600 sq. ft. 
building, construction of a 
new 16,000 sq. ft. building, 
and equipment purchase 
to help keep up with growth and demand. Noteworthy 
improvements include a training center for customer and 
service tech training; remodeled offices, new parts counter 
and small showroom; perpetual inventory system; modern 
service facility; and new service trucks. All of which will allow 
JJ Nichting to better meet the needs of their customers and 
accommodate future growth.
Utility: Central Iowa Power Cooperative
REDL: $2,000,000 Award
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 Iowa projects that will score well against

The USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant (REDL&G) program 
provides zero-interest loans (REDL) to rural utilities, which they, in turn, pass 
through to local businesses for projects that will create and retain jobs in rural 
areas. USDA also provides grants (REDG) funds to eligible utilities to establish 
or enhance revolving loan funds (RLFs).  funds through the USDA REDL&G program.
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     Rural Iowa Remains in Spotlight 
The work of the Empower Rural Iowa initiative continues to address 
challenges of smaller communities across Iowa. Legislative action was 
taken to provide $5 million for broadband expansion and $25 million for 
rural workforce housing tax credits. These and other initiatives provide 
a great start for this effort. Governor Reynolds chose the community of 
Wilton as the site for the Empower Rural Iowa legislative bill signing. 
Lt. Governor Adam Gregg assured those attending the event that work 
continues. Eastern Iowa Light & Power and WTC Communications 
provided leadership and financial support for this event.

Liesl Seabert has been hired as the rural community revitalization 
program manager to support the Empower Rural Iowa Initiative. This 
office will be housed in the Iowa Economic Development Authority. A 
full meeting of the Taskforces was held on July 2 in Mount Ayr.

The Sioux County Conservation 
Foundation is moving forward 
with the construction of a new 
nature center at Oak Grove Park, 
located 6.5 miles northeast of 
Hawarden. This new 12,000 sq. 
ft. nature center building will 
house environmental education 
programs and provide offices for the SCCB staff. The two-
story building will serve as an environmental education hub 
for families, students, and the general public. North West 
Rural Electric Cooperative supported the construction of this 
new center.
Utility: North West Rural Electric Cooperative
REDG: $300,000 Award to Enhance RLF
Match: $60,000 from North West REC

Land Mark Products, Inc. (LMPI) 
recently expanded its facility in 
Milford. LMPI manufactures a 
variety of food products, primarily 
for the convenience store industry. They are now moving 
forward with the purchase and installation of pizza production 
and packaging equipment and dry storage racking to increase 
production capabilities. Nearly 32,000 sq. ft. of freezer 
space will also be added and equipped with four high-speed 
automatic sensor doors allowing forklift traffic to move product 
efficiently while minimizing the amount of cold air that escapes 
when the doors are open. Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative is 
supporting this project in the form of a pass-through loan. 
Utility: Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
REDL: $2 Million Award

The City of Lawton is building a new 7,500 sq. ft. building 
to house city hall, a maintenance facility, and community 
center. The community center and council chamber is large 
enough to accommodate public meetings. The community 
center will also serve as a book deposit for the Woodbury 
County Library Association. The facility will provide a public 
computer workstation as well as be a wireless internet hotspot 
for the general public. Woodbury County REC is providing a 
loan to the City of Lawton to support this project. 
Utility: Woodbury County REC
REDG: $300,000 Award to enhance RLF
Match: $60,000 from Woodbury County REC

Cherokee Regional 
Medical Center 
is acquiring new 
digital radiography 
x-ray equipment to
replace its current
system in their
two x-ray rooms. This new equipment will provide the ability
to run two rooms at once during busy times. They are also
purchasing new equipment and furnishings for the medical
clinic attached to the hospital. The new equipment will
allow for in-house/clinic procedures to take place within the
clinic as well as furnishings to allow for patient comfort and
safety. C-M-L Telephone Cooperative Association secured a
grant through the REDL& G program to establish an RLF and
support the project.
Utility: C-M-L Telephone Cooperative Association
REDG: $300,000 Award to create a new RLF
Match: $60,000 from C-M-L Telephone Cooperative Association

$11.76 MILLION AW
REDL&G is a nationally competitive program, and IADG and its 
sponsoring utility partners work hard to identify and submit Iowa projects 
that will score well against program parameters. IADG is proud to have 
written the applications for these business expansion projects that have 
been awarded funds through the USDA REDL&G program.

REDL&G Funded Projects, continued from page 2



IADG Welcomes  
Steve Benne to the Team

 IADG is pleased to welcome 
Steve Benne to the team. 
He has assumed the role of 
Project Finance Analyst and 
will be assisting with Rural 
Economic Development 
Loan & Grant (REDL&G) 
applications, Revolving Loan 

Funds, and other financial tools to support 
business growth and community vitality.

Most recently, Steve worked for the Iowa 
Economic Development Authority as a Project 
Manager in the Community Development 
Department. Some of the programs he was 
involved with were the CDBG Owner-Occupied 
Housing projects, the Workforce Housing Tax 
Credit program, the State of Iowa’s Career 
Link Employment Transportation CDBG 
program, and the State of Iowa’s Housing 
Enterprise Zone program. Steve’s prior 
work experience also includes employment 
with Upper Explorerland Regional Planning 
Commission and CoStar/LoopNet.

Contact Steve and the IADG team when we 
can be of assistance. www.IADG.com/Team

BRE Award Recipients Put 
Iowa Companies First

Congratulations to Marshalltown 
Economic Development, Consumers 
Energy, and Heart of Iowa 
Communications Cooperation for 
being recognized with a Business 
Retention and Expansion (BRE) 
Award. These organizations swiftly 
created a $340,000 fund to provide 
microloans to businesses recovering from the July 2018 tornado in 
Marshalltown. IADG helped to structure the program and secure a 
special provision from the USDA, enabling them to utilize their RLF 
funds to support the program. The program has assisted 21 companies 
to date, with loans to businesses totaling $197,000.

Congratulations to Access Energy Cooperative, Iowa Lakes Electric 
Cooperative, and Lamoni Municipal Utility for also serving organizations 
and companies that were honored for expansions. The Professional 
Developers of Iowa BRE Awards Program recognizes the outstanding 
Business Retention and Expansion efforts and success of local and 
regional economic development initiatives.

Rural Iowa Available Buildings are Selling
The inventory of available shell buildings in Iowa continues to fluctuate. Two 
recent sales include the 40,000 sq. ft. building in Spencer, which was sold 
to MWI Components. The company delivers specialized metal products in 
the post-frame building industry. The City of Spencer, Spencer Municipal 
Utilities, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, and Corn Belt Power Cooperative 
provided funding to support this project. 

T.C. and B. Corporate Wearables, Inc., a contract designer, manufacturer,
and distributor of primarily textile products such as headwear, sportswear,
outerwear, bags, and blankets, plans to finish the 30,000 sq. ft. shell
building in the Perry Industrial Park. When finished, the company will utilize
two floors of office space and approximately 20,000 sq. ft. of warehouse
space.

Construction is well underway on the 
new 30,000 sq. ft. shell building in 
the new 61-acre Business & Industrial 
Park in Fairfield. This steel frame 
building boasts 27 ft. eave height and 
sits on a three-acre site. Access Energy 
Cooperative and Northeast Power 
Cooperative supported this project. If you are traveling along Highway 34, 
make sure to notice the billboard touting the new building. 

Check out this building and more available properties at 
www.IADG.com/Sites-Buildings. 

IADG Energy Bank Boosts 
Energy Efficiency

Iowa Touts Benefits at PROMAT

The IADG Energy Bank
Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)
continues to support
energy efficiency projects. 
Recently funded projects include Power Lift 
in Jefferson, Brand FX in Pocahontas, and 
Trinity Fabrication in New Albin. 

The IADG Energy Bank RLF was originally 
funded at nearly $2 million in 2012. To 
date, the RLF has supported 18 statewide 
projects. Funds for additional projects are 
available. Eligible commercial business 
projects include equipment replacement, 
energy efficiency upgrades through facility 
modernization, and renewable energy (solar 
and wind) investments. Preference is given 
to manufacturers. Loan amounts range from 
$50,000 - $300,000. For more information, 
visit IADG.com/EnergyBank. 

IADG’s Bruce Hansen joined forces with representatives from Eastern Iowa 
Light and Power, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, and Raccoon Valley 
Electric Cooperative to promote Iowa advantages at the PROMAT show in 
Chicago. PROMAT is the largest expo for manufacturing and supply chain 
professionals in the Americas.




