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Iowa Scores Big with USDA Loans and Grants
Iowa is a leader in securing funds to support business and community projects through
the USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant (REDL&G) program. This was
particularly true in 2018. IADG submitted applications on behalf of 30 utility partners,
24 have been funded, for a total of $18,671,792 in federal support. The USDA makes
awards throughout the year, so several of the applications are still in contention for
approval during upcoming funding cycles. The funds are either pass-through loans, or
grants that have the added benefit of establishing or enhancing a revolving loan fund
that will support projects for years to come.
Here are a few of the recently approved projects from the USDA REDL&G program:
Iowa Specialty Hospital
broke ground on a new
8,000 sq. ft. integrated
care clinic in Garner.
This new hospital will
fill a critical need
for Garner and the
surrounding area. It will
offer family medicine, occupational medicine, weight-loss
management, women’s health and orthopedics, as well as
counseling and therapy through primary care and mental
health providers.
Utility: Prairie Energy Cooperative
REDL: $1 million
Utility: Corn Belt Power Cooperative
REDL: $1 million
Monroe County Hospital
& Clinic (MCHC) in Albia
is in the process of a
$20 million expansion
project to upgrade its
facilities for better access
to specialized care and
outpatient services.
The project includes a more accessible waiting room,
new parking, covered entrance, and expanded space for
consultations, wellness visits, and specialty clinics; as well
as an updated pharmacy and specialty services area.
Utility: Northeast Power Cooperative & Chariton Valley
Electric Cooperative
REDL: $1,172,050 and $1,140,000
Utility: Northeast Power Cooperative & Chariton Valley
Electric Cooperative
REDG: $273,292 and $300,000
Match: $54,658 and $60,000
RLF: Create and Enhance

Henry County Health
Center (HCHC) in Mount
Pleasant recently held an
open house to showcase
its newest renovations
to their Orthopedic &
General Surgery Clinics,
Physicians & Clinics of
HCHC, and the Maternity Services Department. The most
recent REDL&G support helped with the purchase of a new
ambulance for emergency services and the installation of new
X-ray equipment to be used extensively by the Emergency
Department. Technology improvements and upgrades to the
electronic medical record system were also done.
Utility: Northeast Power Cooperative & Access Energy
Cooperative
REDG: $600,000 ($300,000 each)
Match: $120,000 ($60,000 from each)
RLF: Enhance
St. Mary Parish & School
in Humboldt received
financial support from both
Midland Power Cooperative
and Corn Belt Power to
assist in building a new addition as well as renovating parts
of the existing facility. When complete in 2020, the school
and new Parish Center will accommodate more students,
increase safety, modernize classroom space, and enhance
technology. All providing an excellent learning environment
for the students of Humboldt and the surrounding area.
Utility: Midland Power Cooperative
REDL: $1 million
Utility: Corn Belt Power Cooperative
REDG: $300,000
Match: $60,000
RLF: Enhance

Ripple Effect –
Past, Present, and Future
The Ripple Effect program is in its 12th year of operation.
As Heraclitus said, “the only constant in life is change.” That
is certainly true of the Ripple Effect Program. Changes have
included the many positive program impacts and results, the
continuous improvement of the program by director, Sue Cosner,
and now the transition to new leadership.

RECENT AWARDS

leadership. Recently she
received recognition from
the Iowa Communications
Alliance and Aureon for her
hard work, dedication and
accomplishments.

Ripple Effect provides support for essential community
planning services that can, and have, led to significant
public projects such as hospital expansions, libraries, parks,
schools, day care facilities, and more. Recent Ripple Effect
grants include:
A planning grant to the
Dysart Development
Corporation to assist with
a feasibility study for
the development of an
independent living facility.
Aureon: $2,500 grant
Farmers Cooperative Telephone Company: $2,500 grant
The City of Kalona received $3,000
to support a building appraisal
and business planning services in
connection with the former Kalona
Bakery building in downtown Kalona.
Aureon: $1,500 grant
Kalona Cooperative Technology Company: $1,500 grant
Boone County Chamber of Commerce is the recipient
of a planning grant for a community assessment survey
to examine the market strength of Boone’s downtown
retail district and ultimately help identify quality of life
enhancements that would be impactful for Boone residents
and the entire county.
Aureon: $1,000 grant
Ogden Telephone Company: $1,000 grant

DESERVED RECOGNITION

April has been a month of recognition for Sue Cosner and
the achievements of the Ripple Effect Program. She will be
leaving IADG at the end of the month and pursuing a new
adventure and relocation to South Carolina. Sue is actively
involved in a long list of organizations that will miss her

THOUGHTFUL TRANSITION

Sue gave ample notice of her departure allowing for Brittany
Wirtz to transition and train as the next IADG Vice President
of Community Initiatives and Ripple Effect program director.
The two have taken full advantage of their time together in
order to ensure a seamless transition.

Sue Cosner
With gratitude we thank Sue Cosner for the vision,
leadership, and professionalism she brought to
IADG, Aureon, and the network of independent
telecommunications companies that comprise
the Ripple Effect program. In addition to her
knowledge, broad work experience, and strong leadership;
Sue also has the passion and positive energy that many
times is required to make things happen. We wish Sue well
with her future endeavors both here and in South Carolina.
Brittany Wirtz
IADG is pleased to announce that Brittany Wirtz
has assumed the position of V.P. of Community
Initiatives at IADG. This position is responsible
for the partnership between IADG, Aureon, and
the administration of the Ripple Effect program.
Brittany joined IADG in 2017 as a project finance analyst.
She has earned the Economic Development Finance
Professional (EDFP) certification and has been instrumental
in writing successful applications for the USDA REDL&G
program. Congratulations to Brittany as she assumes her
new role leading the Ripple Effect program. Reach Brittany
at bwirtz@iadg.com or learn more at RippleEffectWorks.org.

FINDing Dentists for Rural Iowa
The Fulfilling Iowa’s Need for Dentists (FIND) program is pleased to announce the placement
of four additional dentists in rural Iowa.
Dr. Kali Kircher practicing in Keokuk
Dr. Bryn Johnson practicing in Iowa Falls

Dr. Michael Hemming practicing in Charles City
Dr. Matthew Merideth practicing in Emmetsburg
and Algona

The FIND program has successfully placed 48 dentists in underserved communities in
rural Iowa. The intention is for FIND recipients to have a path for ownership, providing an
invaluable opportunity for succession planning, or opening of a new dental office in an
underserved rural community. IADG staffers supporting this effort are Bruce Hansen, Brittany
Wirtz, and Sue Cosner. For more information, visit www.IowaFindProject.com.

IADG Partners Recognized for Positive Impact
IADG’s partners are actively involved in business and
community development projects. Each year, IADG honors
a select group of utility partners that have supported
particularly significant investments, projects, and programs
in the areas they serve. Congratulations to the following
2019 IADG Impact Award recipients:
CENTRAL IOWA POWER COOPERATIVE
Central Iowa Power Cooperative – Leadership Development
Consumers Energy – Community Development
CORN BELT POWER COOPERATIVE
Corn Belt Power Cooperative – Leadership Development
Prairie Energy Cooperative – Site Development
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative – Site Development
Butler County REC – Project Development
Midland Power Cooperative – Community Development
NORTHWEST IOWA POWER COOPERATIVE
Harrison County REC – Project Development
Western Iowa Power Cooperative – Project Development
North West REC – Project Development
NORTHEAST POWER COOPERATIVE
Northeast Power Cooperative – Leadership Development
Access Energy Cooperative – Project Development
Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative – Project Development
Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative – Project
Development
MUNICIPAL UTILITY MEMBERS
New Hampton Municipal Utilities – Community Development
Coon Rapids Municipal Utilities – Community Development
INDEPENDENT TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES
C-M-L Telephone cooperative Association – Project
Development
Heart of Iowa Communications Cooperative – Project
Development

automed Expanding in Huxley
automed recently moved into their new 12,500 sq. ft. global headquarters building
in the Blue Sky Commons Industrial Park in Huxley. automed specializes in
automatic livestock medication delivery. This new facility is state-of-the-art and
houses software and hardware development, production, marketing, sales, and more.
Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO) assisted automed with $400,000 in loans
from their Revolving Loan Funds. Consumers Energy also contributed $500,000
from their RLF. The funds are assisting with the hiring and training of up to 40 new
workers, finishing of the new office and research space. Funding is also helping to
facilitate new research, development, and commercialization efforts.
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Empower Rural Iowa
Initiative Advances

IADG First Quarter Events

IADG and its utility
partners have
been front-andcenter in assisting
and supporting
the Governor and
Lt. Governor’s
Empower Rural
Iowa Initiative.
The support of IADG leaders has included planning,
task force membership, meeting sponsorship, policy
research, and development.
Numerous recommendations from the task forces
that focus on investing, growing, and connecting
rural Iowa are presently advancing at the General
Assembly. Key provisions include additional resources
for rural housing, broadband financing, and community
leadership development. Most importantly, a new office
and director for Rural Affairs is being established with
the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA).

IADG and our members actively
support economic development
opportunities and promote
Iowa throughout the state and
nationally. Here is a sampling of
the efforts that took place during
the first quarter of 2019.
Land Investment Expo – Des
Moines, IA
PDI Legislative Showcase – Des
Moines, IA
NET Conference – San Diego, CA
World Ag Expo – Tulare, CA
Aquaculture America – New
Orleans, LA
Midwest Poultry Show –
Minneapolis, MN
REC Day on the Hill – Des
Moines, IA
IA Communications Alliance Expo
– Des Moines, IA
Site Selectors Guild – Salt Lake City, UT
Central Plains Dairy Expo – Sioux Falls, SD

Business Opportunity Awaits in Rural Iowa
There is substantial industrial activity across rural Iowa as demonstrated by sites and
buildings that are going off and coming to the market. To date, IADG utility partners have
assisted in developing 95 industrial parks totaling over 7,200 acres of prime industrial
ground and building 75 speculative buildings adding over 2.2 million sq. ft. of industrial
space to support business growth in rural Iowa. New properties to be aware of include:
The new 42-acre South Industrial Park near Estherville is supported by both Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative and Corn Belt Power Cooperative. This new site is located directly south of the existing
Estherville Industrial Park. Necessary infrastructure is in the immediate area and it is adjacent to a
rail line. All of which make this an attractive industrial property.
Prairie Energy Cooperative is also supporting the development of the 80-acre Wright County
Agri-Business Park, located South of Eagle Grove, near the new Prestage Foods of Iowa pork plant.
The creation of this industrial park will be a valuable asset for Wright County in continuing to attract and retain ag-related
businesses to the county.
A groundbreaking ceremony was just held for the new 30,000 square-foot shell
building in Fairfield’s newest business & industrial park. The soon-to-be-finished
building is located on a three-acre parcel within the 61-acre Fairfield Business
& Industrial Park. Access Energy Cooperative provided support from their RLF to
support this new building.
CERTIFIED SITES

The State of Iowa continues to designate additional Certified Sites. Iowa’s Certified Sites program parallels
a typical site location process. A credentialed Iowa Certified Site has relevant site-related data and
documentation accumulated and is designated as “development
ready”. Congratulations to the newest designations: The Southbridge
Business Park in Sioux City (served by Woodbury REC) and Boone
Industrial Park – Phase II (served by Ogden Telephone Company).

IADG is pleased to be working with community partners to market these and other
Certified Sites in Clinton, Forest City, Iowa Falls, Marion, Osage, Perry, Sioux City
and Woodward. For more information on available sites and buildings, visit
www.iadg.com/sites-buildings.
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