Make This Your Best Year
A planned gift celebrates today and secures our future
As [year] comes to a close, we are only [number of years] away from [County’s] peak transfer of wealth from one generation to the next. The good new is that, in [County], we are hoping to turn 5% of our community’s wealth into an endowment dedicated to community good. 
[Community Legacy Fund], an endowment helping us secure our future, could grow within [10 years] to [$XXX million], thanks to donors in this community who have made generous gifts today—as well as many who have designated the Community Foundation through a future planned gift. 
The Community Foundation is asking people who love [County] to consider giving to the [Hometown Community Fund]. If we reach our goal—preserving at least 5% of the estimated wealth transfer for our community—in 50 years, we will have built a $[XX billion] fund that will generate millions every year for [County] community projects and priorities, forever.


Endowed funds last forever and grow over time because the principal is never spent. Earnings are used to make grants in the name of each fund, supporting charitable causes and creating personal legacies of giving in [County]. Because assets earmarked for the [Hometown Community Fund] are unrestricted, they can be used to address pressing needs and not-to-be-missed opportunities in our community—even as they change over time.

(Include a donor quote, e.g.: “Our kids grew up in [County],” says Nancy Winchester, a [Hometown Community Fund] donor and new member of the Community Foundation’s Legacy Society. “We are giving the remainder of our IRA investments because we want to help secure the future of our community and preserve a quality of life here that’s meant so much to us.”)
(Provide support for donor quote: Nancy and husband Dale Winchester designated the Community Foundation as a beneficiary of their retirement accounts. These assets would be taxed heavily if passed to the Winchesters’ four children.)
Other [County] citizens have designated the Community Foundation as a beneficiary of their insurance policies or included the Community Foundation in their estate plans in order to contribute to the [Hometown Community Fund]. Both are easy ways to make a meaningful charitable gift, while reserving choice assets for heirs. 

Some donors—like [Pat and Susan Hopewell]—are building the [Hopewell Community Legacy Fund] by making a gift during their lifetime. 

(Include a donor quote, e.g.: “We love the idea of a flexible source of funding that this community can draw upon to grow into the future. We’re making this gift now so that we’ll be around to see the results of some of the grants from this fund.”)
Because the Community Foundation is a public charity, [Pat and Susan’s] lifetime gift will receive maximum tax benefits, effective this tax season. 

The Community Foundation can accept a variety of assets as part of a lifetime or planned gift: cash, appreciated securities, real estate, insurance policies, and more. We can work with you or your professional advisor to discuss the year-end and long-term giving options that will make tax time more rewarding—for you and for your community. 
If we preserve at least 5% of the estimated wealth transfer through probate estates for our community, in 50 years we will have built a $[XX billion] fund that will generate millions every year for [County] community projects and priorities.








