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The Hardin County Community Endowment Foundation (HCCEF) announces “Seeds for Success in 2011”, a new effort to expand the long-term benefits of philanthropy in Hardin County.  This new program is designed to encourage Hardin County nonprofit groups to set up their own permanent endowment funds with HCCEF. 
The “Seeds for Success” program will provide $1,000 to the first five Hardin County nonprofit organizations that seek to match this incentive with $9,000 in gifts.  The combined $10,000 will then establish a fully-funded permanent endowment with HCCEF.  Organizations can transfer assets or raise funds through their donors to create this new endowment fund.  **Funds from HCCEF will be available on a first come, first served basis.  
Kent and Lori Krause of Iowa Falls and Bruce Rastetter of Hubbard have stepped forward to provide seed money to begin this new project.   “Lori and I recognize philanthropy as a powerful community development tool,” says Krause .   “HCCEF’s new program combines asset-based community development with philanthropy in a way that serves the needs and desires of the community.”  
In addition to the generosity of Hardin County donors, HCCEF also received a $1,000 CONNECT Idea Implementation Support Grant from the Iowa Council of Foundations to help fund this new initiative.  
The “Seeds for Success” program is another tool that HCCEF is using to expand rural philanthropy to more people, places and organizations, “,” says Carol Gilbert, HCCEF Chair.  “This incentive will help five Hardin County agencies raise over $50,000, combined, in new endowment dollars in 2011, benefiting those agencies and Hardin County citizens forever.” 
A permanent endowment fund diversifies an agency’s revenue stream and gives the organization greater freedom to focus on their mission.  Endowments provide a regular flow of funds from investment returns and help organizations to attract more giving. Donors who contribute to a permanent endowment fund with HCCEF are uniquely eligible to receive a 25% Endow Iowa Tax CREDIT.
HCCEF is currently accepting inquiries of interest for the 2011 “Seeds for Success” incentive program.  Please contact Carol Gilbert, HCCEF Chair, at 515-855-4170 (email-carolg@peconet.net) to learn more about this program.  
Upon receipt of your organization’s formal contact of interest, a meeting will be set up with your organization to discuss the endowment fund process, your organization’s capacity to incorporate endowment building into your development strategy, and plans to grow the endowment.
Inquiries will be accepted on a first come, first served basis and may be submitted at any time during 2011. 
