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The 29th annual Iowa Venture Award Ceremony is in the books, and Iowa Area Development Group, our 
utility partners, and the 300 luncheon attendees have honored the seven outstanding companies selected 
as this year’s recipients. 

“The Iowa Venture Awards are a celebration of entrepreneurship,” stated Rand Fisher, IADG president. 
“They cast a spotlight on capital investment, job creation, innovation, accomplishment; and the people, 
companies, and organizations that are making a difference in Iowa. “

The Iowa Venture Award is presented to companies to recognize their significant contributions in 
diversifying and strengthening Iowa’s economy. The 2016 Iowa Venture Award recipients include: 

• Bratney Companies, Marshalltown – Nominated by Consumers Energy 
• Christensen Farms & Feedlots, Inc., Garner – Nominated by Prairie Energy Cooperative

•  Concrete Machinery Inc. of Iowa, Paton
    Nominated by Midland Power Cooperative
•  Great Lakes Communication Corp., Spencer
    Nominated by Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
•  Iowa Fertilizer Company “Outstanding Business of the Year” 
    Wever – Nominated by Access Energy Cooperative
•  Maassen Dairy Farms, Maurice
    Nominated by North West REC
•  Mogler Farms/Pig Hill West, Alvord
    Nominated by Lyon County REC

The 2016 “Outstanding Business of the Year” Iowa Venture 
Award was presented to Iowa Fertilizer, located in Lee County 
near Wever, Iowa. Iowa Fertilizer is historic in many ways, 

including being the state’s largest single-site construction project spanning 500 acres with capital investment of $2 billion. 
This is the first greenfield nitrogen fertilizer facility constructed in the United States in 30 years. The 
plant is expected to deliver 1.5 to two million metric tons of fertilizer products annually to farmers in 
Iowa and the Midwest. During construction, Iowa Fertilizer utilized more than 3,000 construction workers 
and created more than 700 ancillary jobs that helped revitalize the economy of the surrounding region. It 
is expected that the number of permanent employees will exceed 200 and have a lasting positive impact 
on the region. Iowa Fertilizer was nominated for a Venture Award by Access Energy Cooperative.

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture, Bill Northey, assisted in presenting the Iowa Venture Award during a 
luncheon held in conjunction with the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives Annual Meeting. 

These seven businesses join 241 previously recognized Iowa Venture Award recipients in the Iowa 
Venture Award Hall of Fame located at www.IADG.com/HallOfFame. Check out the 29 years of legacy 
companies who have received the Iowa Venture Award.

Seven Businesses Recognized with Iowa Venture Award 



NRP Expands in Iowa Falls

Iowa Vaudeville Tour – A 
Unique Way to Experience Iowa

Naturally Recycled Proteins (NRP) is just completing 
a 15,000 sq. ft. expansion of their existing facility in 
Iowa Falls. This expansion accommodates additional 
space for processing and drying, plus 26 new overhead 
bins for product storage. NRP utilizes a process to 
naturally break down proteins into a liquid state and 
then blends this liquid with dry ingredients to form a 
marketable protein product/meal.  Currently, the entity 
produces a chicken ingredient that is used in the pet 
food and animal food industries. The Iowa expansion 
will create at least three new positions while retaining 
26 current employees. 

CIPCO, CoBank and 
the IADG Community 
Foundation have joined 
together to donate $12,500 
to the Iowa Vaudeville 
Tour. The program hopes 
to spark economic creative 
growth in eight rural Iowa 
communities. Produced 
by Iowa Business Growth 

in conjunction with Humanities Iowa and Iowa Public 
Radio, the tour is scheduled for early 2017.

The Iowa Vaudeville Tour will showcase historic opera 
houses in Corning, Elkader, Greenfield, What Cheer, 
Dubuque, Burlington, Charles City, Spencer, Bloomfield 
and Keokuk. Each opera house will host a production 
featuring an array of artists working in different 
disciplines: visual arts, poetry, music, theater, dance 
and others to perform together during a two-hour event.

Each event will be recorded by IPR and broadcast later 
in 2017. The project is intended to bring a spark of 
economic energy to the downtowns of these rural areas. 
An additional project goal will be for the participating 
communities to adopt the project as their own and 
continue producing high quality local performances 
throughout the year. 

facebook.com/IADG.IAf @IADGiowa

Hotel Breaks Ground in Lamoni
Cobblestone Inn & Suites broke ground on a new 33 guest room facility near the I-35/US Hwy. 69 interchange in Lamoni. 
The property will feature an onsite fitness room, guest laundry, meeting room, hot breakfast, and more. This is Cobblestone 
Hotels 11th Iowa location and is scheduled for completion in 2017. Cobblestone Inn & Suites is based in Neenah, WI and is 
a leading upper-midscale hotel brand. 

Ripple Effect and GRM Networks each contributed $5,000 to support the development of the Lamoni, “Guiding the Way to 
Growth” master plan developed in 2014. The Cobblestone Inn & Suites is just one example of the strategic growth initiatives 
taking place in Lamoni. 

Business is Booming in Ellsworth
Ellsworth, Iowa, population just over 500, has 
tremendous business activity taking place in and near the 
Ellsworth Industrial Park located at the I-35 and Highway 
175 interchange. 

AgSource 
Laboratories 
recently opened 
their new 15,000 
sq. ft. fully 
integrated facility, 
which consolidated 
several functions under one roof. AgSource is a leader 
in agricultural and environmental laboratory testing and 
information management services. 

Best Veterinary 
Solutions, Inc. 
(BVS) is moving 
forward with a 
30,000 sq. ft. 
expansion. BVS 

manufactures and supplies products and provides 
support to assist their customers to provide the best 
possible care for their animals at a reasonable cost.

Eagles Catch is 
in the beginning 
stages of 
constructing a 
100,000+ sq. ft. 
new facility on a 4-acre site that will produce tilapia. 

The new Love’s 
Travel Stop 
is offering a 
maintenance shop 
for small truck 

repairs and additional full-service gas and convenience 
store options to citizens, truckers and travelers stopping 
at the I-35 Exit 133 near Ellsworth. 

Midland Power Cooperative provides electric power to 
Ellsworth and is supporting these expanding businesses. 



Ripple Effect continues to provide statewide 
business and economic development services 
to communities across the state that are served by  Independent 
Telecommunications Companies, AUREON, and other IADG utility partners. 

Guthrie County REC, Minburn 
Communications and IADG staff continue to 
work toward certification of the Eco Business 
Park in Woodward.  The project is part of the 
Green Certification Program instituted by the 
state of Iowa.  In 2017 the city of Woodward 
will consider and adopt a zoning amendment 
that will create a Planned Unit Development 
ordinance to guide future sustainable 

development in the park. Ripple Effect and Minburn Communications 
combined to provide $7,000 in grants to get this project started.

Additional recent awards through Ripple 
Effect include:

• A $2,625 grant to the city of Cascade, 
matched by Cascade Communications,  
for a hotel feasibility study.

• $5,000 grant to the city of Colo, matched 
by Colo Telephone, for planning and 
engineering services for the Carmody 
Addition housing project.  

• A $500 grant for the Eugene Kock 
Memorial Park located in Westside, 
matched by Western Iowa Networks, for 
engineering design services. 

• A $5,000 grant to the city of Cambridge, 
matched by Huxley Communications, for 
architectural services for the city new 
community center.

• A $5,000 grant for architectural  
services for the Warden Plaza Hotel 
project in Fort Dodge. 

For more on the Ripple Effect program visit 
www.RippleEffectWorks.org. 

  

Ripple Effect Program
Supports Growth
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Iowa Community
Development
Awarded $75 Million
Iowa Community Development 
(ICD) has received a $75 million 
New Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) 
allocation from the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury. ICD is a certified 
Community Development Entity, 
(intermediary vehicle), for the 
provision of loans, investments, or 
financial counseling in low-income 
communities. 

“The CDFI Fund programs, 
including the New Markets Tax 
Credit, address the needs and 
concerns of working Americans 
and help build an economy that 
delivers results that they can see,” 
said Treasury Secretary Jacob J. 
Lew. “By attracting private business 
and development to distressed 
communities, this tax credit 
spurs economic growth, creates 
jobs, and brings new services and 
opportunities where they are most 
needed.”

The key components necessary 
for an eligible project include that 
the investment be located in a 
low-income census tract, create 
jobs, and be transformational 
in nature. To learn more about 
ICD, successful NMTC projects 
and program criteria, visit 
iowacommunitydevelopment.com. 
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IADG and our members 
actively support economic 
development efforts state-
wide and nationally. Here 
is a sampling of efforts that 
took place during the fourth 
quarter of 2016. 

World Dairy Expo –  
Madison, WI 

IBIE ’16 (Baking Expo) – 
Las Vegas, NV 

CIRAS Food and Beverage, 
Feed and Grain Processors 

Innovation Summit -  
Ames, IA

FABTECH (Manufacturing) – 
Las Vegas, NV

Iowa Aquaculture  
Conference – Ames, IA

Iowa Rural Development 
Summit 2016 –  

Jefferson, IA 

IADG On the Go Laura Linman Earns 
EDFP Certification 
Congratulations to Laura Linman for 
completing the Economic Development 
Finance Professional Certification 
Program and earning the designation 
EDFP. The EDFP Certification Program™ 
is a rigorous, training series that explores the skills essential 
for the successful practice of economic development – 
business credit and real estate finance analysis techniques, 
loan packaging procedures, negotiating and problem solving 
skills and deal structuring techniques. Laura’s experience 
and training is helping IADG meet the needs of its over 225 
utility partners. 

Summit Inspires Rural 
Communities

NREDA Leadership Award 
Honors Mike Meissen

The National 
Rural Economic 
Development 
Association 
(NREDA) 
recognized Mike 
Meissen with the 
Rural Economic 
Development 
Leadership Award 

at their Annual Conference in Charleston, South 
Carolina in November. This award recognizes deserving 
individuals across America for their outstanding 
leadership in the field of rural economic development. 
Recipients are those who have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership in an economic development 
project resulting in the improvement of the quality of 
life, creation of new jobs, and opportunity for growth 
and development in rural America.

NREDA is a member organization dedicated to the 
advancement of rural economic development through 
providing education and networking opportunities. 
Mike served as the NREDA President in 2002-2003. 

Congratulations Mike on this much deserved honor!

Nearly 300 community 
leaders gathered 
at the Wild Rose 
Casino in Jefferson to 
attend the Iowa Rural 
Development Summit 
2016.  The Summit’s 
goal was to empower 
invited Iowa community leaders to use informed research, 
data and all available resources to develop a comprehensive 
vision focused on prosperity for the future. The agenda, 
developed to generate outcomes, was divided into four 
sections, (Inspire, Inform, Involve, and Implement).
Featured speakers included Charles Fluharty of the Rural 
Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) and Don Macke of the 
Center for Rural Entrepreneurship. 

This summit was coordinated and sponsored by nearly a 
dozen key organizations, including IADG. At the conclusion of 
a fact-packed and fast-paced agenda, attendees were given 
the charge: “What will your team do in the next 60 days on 
the pathway to prosperity?” Congratulations to all who came 
together to coordinate and attend this excellent event!


