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Egg Crystallization 
Facility Selects Panora 
Nutriom has 
selected Panora 
Iowa as the 
location for an 
egg crystallization 
facility and 
pasteurization plant. 
They will begin operation in the 29,000 sq. ft. former Cargill 
Kitchen Solutions facility. Production is currently in Lacey, 
WA with the liquid egg sourced from Iowa by the tanker. The 
company has been interested in an Iowa location to be closer 
to its raw material for quite some time, and is now committed 
to doing so in Panora. A second planned project includes the 
construction of a pasteurizing facility, allowing for increased 
process and quality control of the eggs. Initial employment at 
the new facility is expected to be 6-8 people, but is projected 
to grow. 

A large number of utility partners have joined forces to support 
this Nutriom project through their Revolving Loan Funds 
(RLFs). In addition to funds received from the bank and 
company, the following entities are financially contributing to 
the project:
Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO) 
Grow Iowa Foundation
Guthrie County REC
Farmers Electric Cooperative
Iowa Economic Development Authority
Panora Telco/Ripple Effect 

Nutriom’s innovative drying process maintains the flavor 
and functionality of the original egg product without adding 
chemicals, preservatives or any other additives. They have 
been using their food dehydration technology since 2003 
to produce unique egg products that solve otherwise serious 
logistic, shelf life, or storage problems. 

IADG Utility Sponsored 
RLF Spotlight
Iowa Utility-sponsored Revolving Loan Funds (RLFs) have 
contributed greatly to community infrastructure, business 
growth and job creation in Iowa. 
IADG’s sponsoring utilities have had great success in 
securing funds to support development projects through 
the USDA Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant 
(REDL&G) program. Grants received from the REDL&G 
program require a local match, which then is used to form or 
enhance an RLF, support rural job creation and community 
facility projects. 2016 RLF activity includes:

IADG Utility Partners Operating RLFs
39 Rural Electric Cooperatives
8 Municipal Utilities
18 Independent Telecommunications Companies

2016 Activity
• $12.5M – Total amount loaned for initial REDL&G awards,   
   RLF subsequent loans and IRP loans
• $92.2M – Total investment leveraged
• 1,143 – Total jobs created/retained

Communities in Northwest Iowa N.E.T. Broadband
Governor Reynolds, Lt. Governor Gregg, North West REC Manager Lyle Korver and Evertek 
CEO Roxanne White celebrate N.E.T. Broadband’s continued deployment of broadband 
wireless Internet service to expand coverage to underserved areas in rural northwest Iowa. 
N.E.T. Broadband is a partnership created by Evertek and North West REC to connect 
rural areas with broadband services and technologies. Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative (NIPCO) supplies power to North 
West REC and also owns and operates a 1,200 mile fiber optic system  and communications towers to support this effort. 
The event was held at Farmers Cooperative Company in Craig, IA.



   IADG partners have been very successful in securing funding through the USDA Rural Economic 
Development Loan and Grant (REDL&G) program, which provides funding for rural projects through local 
utility organizations. USDA provides zero-interest loans (REDL) to local utilities which they, in turn, pass 
through to local businesses for projects that will create and retain employment in rural areas. 
   USDA grants (REDG) are also available to local utility organizations which use the funding to establish or 
enhance revolving loan funds (RLF). Loans are made from the RLFs to projects that will create or retain rural 
jobs. Loan repayments are made back to the RLF and reloaned to support additional projects. 
   Iowa Area Development Group is proud to have supported the application for the following business 
expansion projects that have been awarded funds through the USDA REDL&G program. 

2. The Le Mars Public Library is nearing completion of 
a renovation and expansion of the facility. Although the 
expansion is only 275 sq. ft., reconfiguring the facility will 
provide much needed space in the children and adult seating 
and collection areas. Technology enhancements include new 
laptops and tables for public use and technology training. The 
meeting room will also have video conferencing capabilities 
and will be used to provide technology classes. 
Utility: North West Rural Electric Cooperative (NW REC)
REDG: $300,000 loan
Match: $60,000  from NW REC
RLF: Enhance Existing

Iowa USDA REDL&G 
Award Spotlight
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1. The Sioux County Regional Airport, located between Sioux 
Center and Orange City, will replace existing municipal airports in 
Sioux Center, Orange City and Hawarden. The airport construction 
is underway and flights are expected 
to take place in 2018. This new 
airport will consist of a 5,500 foot 
long and 100 foot wide runway, 
considerably larger than the airports 
it will replace. This rural location 
also has opportunity for a future 
expansion if needed. The runway will be equipped with Medium 
Intensity Approach Lighting System with Runway Indicator 
Lights, (MALSR). This lighting system flashes in sequence to cut 
through fog and other unsafe conditions to help a pilot land safely. 
Pilots can activate the MALSR system from the cockpit, greatly 
increasing the safety for landing planes and allowing more planes 
to land in difficult conditions. 
Utility: North West Rural Electric Cooperative (NW REC)
REDG: $300,000 loan
Match: $60,000  from NW REC
RLF: Enhance Existing 

Iowa Projects Receive $7.5 million from USDA 

4.  Forest City is excited about 
the nearly 30,000 sq. ft. 
Hanson Family Fine Arts Center 
being built in their community. 
This new fine arts center will 
house a 600-seat theater with 
an orchestra pit and stage, 
art gallery, 200-seat banquet 
hall with adjoining catering kitchen, as well as other space 
necessary to operate a special events center. The facility will 
be located next to Waldorf University, who will operate and 
manage the fine arts center. As many as six new positions will 
be created to support the center. 
Utilities:  Heartland Power Cooperative and Winnebago   
   Cooperative Telecom Association
REDL: $2,000,000 ($1,000,000 from each utility)

3.  Redwood Farms Meat Processors, a division of Farmers 
Union Industries, is expanding its existing hog processing 
facility in Estherville. The 29,400 sq. ft. expansion, nearing 
completion, will double its pork processing capacity from 
1,200 hogs per day to 2,400. The expansion will also 
accommodate new, state-of-the-art equipment to provide 
greater efficiencies and an enhanced work environment for 
their employees. Currently Redwood Farms Meat Processors 
employs 100 people and will be adding 10 more as a result of 
the expansion. 
Utility: Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative 
REDL: $1,000,000

Pictured: Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative’s Tod Faris and Bryon Stilley with Mike 
Lawrence, president of Iowa Aluminum (center). This $1 million loan supported a $5.2 
million expansion project that included a new extrusion press and expanded building 
to house the press.  This expansion enabled Iowa Aluminum to more than double their 
production, sign a 5 year contract as a tier one supplier to a major automotive company, and 
increased their employment from 36 to 47.
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AgSource Laboratories Cuts Ribbon on Ellsworth 
Facility 

Congratulations to AgSource Laboratories of 
Ellsworth on the opening of their new facility in the Ellsworth Industrial 
Park. AgSource provides water, environmental and agricultural testing 
services. The Ellsworth Industrial Park is served by Midland Power 
Cooperative. 

IADG Energy Bank Supports 
Energy Efficiency 

In 2012, Iowa Area Development Group (IADG) was awarded nearly $2 
million from the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) to establish 
and administer a State Energy Program Revolving Loan Fund. The 
program’s first loan was made in September 2013 and in November 2016, 
the 15th loan was made. These 15 loans have more than exhausted the 
initial capitalization of the Energy Bank. Consequently, funds are now 
returned to the IADG Energy Bank, additional energy projects around the 
state of Iowa are eligible to receive funds through an open enrollment and 
application process. If you are interested in learning more, visit 
www.IADG.com/EnergyBank.  

Where Needed 

Pictured: Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative’s 
Tod Faris and Bryon Stilley with Mike Lawrence, 
president of Iowa Aluminum (center). This $1 
million loan supported a $5.2 million expansion 
project that included a new extrusion press and 
expanded building to house the press.  This 
expansion enabled Aluma to more than double 
their production, sign a 5 year contract as a tier 
one supplier to a major automotive company, and increased their 
employment from 36 to 47. 



6. Stewart Memorial Community Hospital (SMCH) of Lake 
City is renovating and modernizing medical clinics in 
Gowrie, Lake View, Rockwell City and Lake City. The planned 
improvements are designed to improve patient experience, 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, and enhance 
patient privacy.   
Utility:  Webster-Calhoun 
            Cooperative Telephone 
            Association (WCCTA)
REDG:  $300,000
Match: $30,000 from WCCTA
           $30,000 Ripple Effect     
            Program*
RLF: Newly Created
      * The Ripple Effect program is 
a partnership alliance between Aureon and IADG, designed to 
advance the business and community development vitality of 
rural Iowa by joining local Independent Telecommunications 
Companies and partnering municipalities in their economic 
development initiatives. 
For more visit www.RippleEffectWorks.org
 

5.  Renewtrients1, LLC (RN1) is a start-up organic fertilizer 
company that is building a new facility to convert domestic 
poultry manure into dry and liquid organic fertilizers. Their 
provisionally patented treatment process uses advanced 

technology and locally sourced organic inputs to 
create cost-effective, high quality, pathogen 

and weed free organic fertilizer products. 
The new facility will be located in the 

heart of significant egg layer operations 
in Wright County, near Clarion. This 

construction project consists of a 
20,000 sq. ft. production building, 
two 500,000 gallon storage tanks, 
a storage hoop barn, final product 
storage and additional machinery 
and equipment. It is projected 
that 15 jobs will be created at the 
production facility over the course 
of the next three years. 

Utility:  Prairie Energy Cooperative
            REDL:  $1,000,000 

8.  Continental Manufacturing Chemist (CMC) is moving forward 
with an expansion project relocating operations from Madrid, 15 
miles east to a new production facility in the Blue Sky Commons 
Industrial Park in Huxley. CMC provides manufacturing and 
packaging service for a variety of industries including human 
health and grooming, cosmetics, animal health, pest control, 
and automotive products. Poised for growth, their current facility 
wouldn’t allow for expansion. 
The purchase and buildout of 
the 88,000 sq. ft. speculative 
building will increase their 
footprint 2.5 times. This extra space will accommodate the size 
of modern equipment, resulting in a more efficient operation 
and expected output of 3 times the current level. With this 
expansion, they project adding 36 employees within the next 
three years. Consumers Energy provides electric power to the 
Blue Sky Commons Industrial Park in Huxley. 
Utility:  Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO) 
REDL:  $1,000,000 

7.  2018 will be an exciting year for Harlan Dental. Not 
only will there be a transition in ownership, but also the 
construction of a 3,100 sq. ft. office, housing state-of-the-
art dental operatories, equipment, and new 
technologies. Dr. Allison Shields will be acquiring 
Harlan Dental as the current Dentist transitions 
into retirement. The new office will be over double 
the size of the current practice. It will open with 
four operatories, but can be expanded to seven as 
demand grows. 
Utility: Farmers Mutual Cooperative Telephone Company 
           (FMCTC)
REDG: $300,000 loan
Match: $30,000  from FMCTC and $30,000 from Ripple 
           Effect Program*
RLF: Newly Created

9. The community of Earlham is 
excited to expand their cultural 
offerings through the renovation of 
the Bricker-Price Block building. 
Built in 1900, the C.D. Bricker 
Building and W. Price Building 
were separate buildings, but joined 
by a shared staircase with unified 
brick façade. The vision for the 
facility is to be an innovative arts 
and entertainment venue providing 
a location for various social events and activities. The 
building will be owned by a non-profit, the Bricker-Price Block 
Restoration Corporation, and be home to a restaurant, social 
club and teen center providing youth leadership development. 
Modeled after the very successful Des Moines Social Club, 
there is possibility of sharing programming between the two 
venues. 
Utility: Central Iowa Power Cooperative (CIPCO)
REDG: $300,000 loan
Match: $60,000  from CIPCO
RLF: Enhance Existing

10.  Smith Fertilizer and Grain Company 
(SFG), a full-service fertilizer, feed supplier, 
and grain receiving company in Albia, is 
doubling their grain storage capacity by 
adding a new grain bin to their facility. The 807,000 bushel 
bin will allow SFG to store their grain in a much safer and 
controlled environment, providing safety and allowing a longer 
period to market their grain. Expanded capacity also reduces 
the probability of overflow grain needing to be stored outside of 
a protected structure. New technology in the bin will monitor 
and control the grain temperature as well as operate grain 
sweep equipment to clean the bin remotely.  
Utility:  Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative 
REDL:  $1,000,000



Murdock Recognized 
with Iowa Venture Award 
for Leadership

Thank you 
to Dennis 
Murdock for 
being a driving 
force in the 
formation 
and evolution 
of Iowa Area 

Development Group over the past 30+ 
years. Serving as Chairman of the IADG 
Board, Dennis instilled that the mission 
and purpose for IADG is about more 
than jobs, investment, meters, or loads. 
Economic Development is about creating 
wealth, fostering entrepreneurship, 
and building partnerships. All of this 
being done in a culture that encourages 
creativity, innovation and collaboration. 
For all of his contributions to IADG, 
the electric utility industry, and state of 
Iowa, Dennis Murdock was presented 
with and IADG Venture Award for 
“Outstanding Leadership.” The IADG 
Board of Directors, staff and partners wish 
Dennis well with his retirement and future 
endeavors. 

IADG Energy Bank Supports Energy Efficiency
In 2012, Iowa 
Area Development 
Group (IADG) was 
awarded nearly 
$2 million from the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) to establish and 
administer a State Energy Program Revolving Loan Fund. The program’s first loan 
was made in September 2013 and in November 2016, the 15th loan was made. 
These 15 loans have more than exhausted the initial capitalization of the Energy 
Bank. Consequently, funds are now returned to the IADG Energy Bank, additional 
energy projects around the state of Iowa are eligible to receive funds through an open 
enrollment and application process. If you are interested in learning more, visit 
IADG.com/EnergyBank.

IADG and Partners Showcase Iowa at 
PROCESS EXPO
Team Iowa was at the PROCESS EXPO 
in Chicago promoting Iowa location 
advantages and strengthening 
relationships with existing Iowa 
businesses. The PROCESS EXPO is the 
nation’s largest trade show with the latest 
technology and integrated solutions for all segments of the food and beverage 
industry. Thanks to our IADG partners for supporting this effort. 

Program Replication Focus of IADG Community Foundation 
The Iowa Area Development Group 
Community Foundation (IADGCF) was 
started in 2003 as a way to introduce 
and strengthen community based 
philanthropy throughout rural Iowa. A 
priority for IADGCF grant making is to 
support projects that can serve as a 
model for other communities that have 
similar challenges or opportunities. 
This quarter we spotlight two recently 
funded initiatives that show great 
potential for replication.

Iowa Lakes Corridor Development 
Corporation’s Five by Five (5x5) 
Campaign, was created to reverse 
chronic population loss and drive a 5% 
increase in population over a five-year 

period of 2017 
– 2021. This 

extensive program includes identification 
of skills and attributes needed to fill open 
positions. Community champions were 
recruited to spread the word through videos 
and other digital marketing channels. 
High-quality videos and digital marketing 
materials were developed to support the 
campaign. 

The IADG CF funds are being used to 
support the development of the technology 
“portal” that allows organizations to 
accumulate a database of prospects and 
to assist with refining of the marketing 
message and materials. The Iowa Lakes 
Corridor Development Corporation has 
already generated a lot of interest and 
shared information about their program with 
other Iowa communities and is committed 
to sharing their program throughout the 
state. 

Congratulations to AgSource Laboratories of Ellsworth on the opening of their new facility 
in the Ellsworth Industrial Park. AgSource provides water, environmental and agricultural 
testing services. The Ellsworth Industrial Park is served by Midland Power Cooperative.

AgSource Laboratories Cuts Ribbon on Ellsworth Facility

The IADGCF 
also supported a 
feasibility study 
and conversion plan for the reuse of the 
Goldfield School for apartments, City 
Offices, and gym rental for the school 
district. The 
Goldfield 
project is 
carefully 
documenting all the steps and hurdles 
in the process of saving and repurposing 
the building. It is estimated there are 
over 700 vacant school buildings across 
Iowa. Not all are candidates for reuse, 
but it is the hope that the lessons learned 
in Goldfield may be of benefit to other 
communities as they identify options for 
their available buildings. 
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