
Many areas in Iowa are experiencing significant industrial growth. One of these 
areas includes the southeast Iowa city of Mount Pleasant. The community touts 
amenities and a quality workforce as keys to their expanding corporate base. 
Three recent examples of business expansion projects include Hearth & Home 
Technologies, Lomont Molding, and ContiTech. 

Hearth & Home Technologies 
(HHT) is moving forward with 
the construction of a 90,000 sq. 
ft. addition, bringing their total 
footprint to 388,000 sq. ft. and 
creating a Regional Distribution 
Center (RDC) in Mount Pleasant. The 
addition enables HHT to consolidate 

storage locations from five to two, and add 22 dock doors.This 
expansion project will retain 44 jobs in Iowa and accommodate 
an additional 24 jobs relocating to Iowa from Kentucky.

“We are very excited about the progress on the new RDC,” says Carla McNamee, 
Mt. Pleasant Facility VP/GM. “The new RDC will increase capacity and leave 
us better positioned to uphold our 99.5% complete-to-promise delivery to our 
customers. What’s more, consolidating our sites will give our members more 
opportunities to interact with each other and to increase engagement. It’s a  
win-win for us all. We can’t wait to move in!”

HHT, a division of HNI Corporation, is headquartered in Muscatine, Iowa. HHT is 
the world’s largest manufacturer of fireplaces, stoves, and hearth-related products. 

Lomont Molding is undergoing a $2.6 million project. 
The 25,000 sq. ft. addition will house a new shipping/
receiving area and warehouse; opening up floor space to accommodate 
additional manufacturing equipment. The overall result is an increase in 
manufacturing capacity and employment opportunities.  Lomont Molding is 
a plastic molder that specializes in low-pressure structural foam and high-
pressure solid injection molded thermoplastic parts. Lomont operates in three 
manufacturing locations including Reinbeck, Iowa and Georgetown, Texas; with 
operations and corporate facilities in Mount Pleasant. IADG recognized Lomont 
Molding in 2006 with an Iowa Venture Award for entrepreneurial achievement. 

ContiTech is investing approximately $12 million  
to expand its Mount Pleasant plant to manufacture 
polyvinyl chloride hose and create a North American PVC Center of 
Excellence. The 36,000 sq. ft. expansion brings the size of the facility to 
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Mount Pleasant Experiencing  
Industry Growth

Sullivan Supply  
Expands in Dunlap

Dunlap’s Industrial Park continues to 
grow and take shape. The new Sullivan 
Supply headquarters building is a 
great addition to the park. Sullivan 
Supply has broken ground on their 
new warehouse, manufacturing and 
office space on the south side of 
Dunlap, IA.  The building will be 
approximately 67,400 square feet 
with 52,000 dedicated to warehouse 
and manufacturing as well as 15,000 
square feet of office and retail space.  
The expansion will allow Sullivan 
Supply to expand manufacturing 
capabilities and increase the scope 
of research and development efforts.  
The building has an estimated 
completion date of February, 2018.  

Sullivan Supply, Inc. manufactures 
and sells livestock grooming supplies 
to the livestock show industry.  
Sullivan Supply, Inc. will continue 
to be stock-show, family-owned and 
forever dedicated to the families 
that share their passion of showing 
livestock. The main headquarters will 
continue to be in Dunlap, IA with 
offices in Hillsboro, TX and Lodi, CA.

Sullivan Supply, Inc. and the Dunlap 
Industrial Park receive electric service 
from Harrison County REC.
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Iowa’s independent telecommunications companies are spurring growth in Iowa communities. Recent awards 
from the Ripple Effect program are helping support projects in Riceville and Neola. 

The northeast community of Riceville will soon open a new Tenth Hole Inn & Suites. The property is 
currently under construction and will be located on the Riceville Golf & Country Club grounds. In addition 
to the hotel, the new facility will include a full-service restaurant that will accommodate both golf course 
events as well as serve the entire community. Relocation of the restaurant to the new Tenth Hole & Suites 
will allow the existing clubhouse to also be refurbished for maximum usage. OmniTel Communications 
secured a $300,000 grant through the USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant program to 
support the project. They also provided $30,000 in matching funds, plus secured another $30,000 from 
the Ripple Effect program. 

Neola Development, Inc. was also the recipient of a $1,500 Ripple Effect planning grant for a 
Community Elderly Housing Study to determine the feasibility of developing additional senior 
housing in the community. Walnut Communications applied for the grant on behalf of Neola 
Development. Walnut Communications is matching the Ripple Effect award to bring the total 
financial support to $3,000. 

About Ripple Effect
The Ripple Effect program, a partnership alliance between Aureon and Iowa Area Development 
Group (IADG), is designed to advance the business and community development vitality of 

rural Iowa by joining local Independent Telecommunications Companies and partnering municipalities in their 
economic development initiatives. The program provides financial and technical assistance to business and 
industry and communities, through local telecommunication providers, to stimulate growth and development 
in rural Iowa. The program makes available low-interest loans to business applicants and planning grants 
to communities and their economic development partners for various types of community development 

projects. Aureon has made a substantial commitment to this rural Iowa initiative. At minimum, the Independent Telecommunications 
Companies are required to match the local financial assistance provided by Ripple Effect.

Other Ripple Effect services include financial packaging for development projects; research and education; awareness and training; 
business marketing and outreach; and development project facilitation including direct financial assistance through loans and grants 
from Aureon. For decades Aureon, through Iowa’s Independent Telecommunications Companies and IADG, on behalf of the Rural 
Electric Cooperatives, have provided leadership, vision and commitment to rural communities. For more information about this the 
Ripple Effect program, contact Susan Cosner, Vice President, Community Initiatives, IADG; scosner@iadg.com, 515.777-7308;  
www.rippleeffectworks.org and on Twitter@rippleeffectia.

IADG’s sponsoring utilities bring many things to the table in support of economic development, 
especially technical and financial assistance. One avenue that has delivered great benefit 
is utility participation in the USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant (REDL&G) 
program. Loans are available in amounts up to $1 million and serve as pass-through loans that 
will be repaid in full. Grants are available in the amount of $300,000 with the provision of 
a $60,000 match from the sponsoring utility for a total of $360,000. The full $360,000 is 
then loaned to an organization to support a rural job creation or community facilities project. 
When the loan is repaid, it either creates a new, or grows an existing revolving loan fund and 
serves as a source of ongoing financial assistance for future projects. To date, all 34 of IADG’s 
member electric cooperatives, 10 municipal utilities, and 19 Independent Telecommunications 
Companies have received USDA REDG awards and are operating revolving loan funds.

The first USDA Rural Economic Development Grant (REDG) award was made in 1992, and 
since then, IADG members have successfully secured REDG funds to support 198 statewide 
projects totaling over $366 million in capital investment and creating or retaining 9,860 jobs. 

As a result of these initial USDA REDG awards, the revolving loan funds of IADG’s partners are 
now making a significant impact throughout rural Iowa. IADG members operate 67 RLF’s that 
have made 898 subsequent loans totaling over $75.7 million to support Iowa projects. 

In 2016, subsequent loans went to support business start-ups, expansions, land purchases for 
new industrial parks, day care, grocery store, and waste water infrastructure.

Neola and Riceville Benefit from Ripple Effect

IADG Sponsors Finance Growth in Rural Iowa
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In 2016, the Iowa Area Development Group Community Foundation (IADGCF) “Partners in 
Progress” program was announced. At the heart of this new grant program is the desire to help 
our IADG and IADGCF partners share and implement programs and initiatives that are new and 
innovative, and have demonstrated their contribution and value. As such, the grant program 
is all about partnering, sharing and replicating success. The “Partners in Progress” recipients 
are Rocket Manufacturing (workforce), Iowa Lakes Corridor Corporation Five by Five Campaign (population growth), and East 
Central Development Corporation’s Pocket Neighborhood Housing Project (housing). 

In this issue, we provide an update on Rocket Manufacturing, a fully operational, 
student run, manufacturing business operating within Rock Valley High School. 
From concept in 2008, to now entering the third year of a five-year business plan, 
Rocket Manufacturing has exceeded expectations of all involved. 

Donated manufacturing equipment, welding stations, and other metal fabrication 
tools and devices fill the 10,000 sq. ft. expansion of the existing “shop class,” 
which is now Rocket Manufacturing. The students take a position with the company 
each semester. There is a manager, bookkeeper, sales people, marketing, and 
students working in the “plant” taking orders and making the products. Rocket 
Manufacturing is processing orders and manufacturing parts for local businesses 
and some out-of-town clients.

As they enter year three of their 5-year business plan this school year, they expect to need minimal help from local 
businesses as they continue to become more self-reliant. The “Partners in Progress” grant funds have supported 
the purchase of a new CNC machine and development of promotional items, including videos for general and business 
development purposes. The program has consisted of 13 students in the past, and is excited to be expanding to employ 24 
students this coming school year.

Rocket Manufacturing has a long list of interested school districts and communities interested in possible replication. Chad 
Janzen, Superintendent of Rock Valley Community School District, teachers and employees of Rocket Manufacturing are 
consistently sharing their experience and business model with interested parties. Compliments to Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO) and North West Iowa REC who are also helping Rocket Manufacturing. For more information on possible 
replication, contact Bruce Hansen at bhansen@iadg.com or 800-888-4743 for more information.  

IADG Community Foundation Replicates Success

more than 200,000 
sq. ft. and expands its 
North American PVC hose 
capacity by more than 20 
percent. The project is 
expected to create 41 new 
jobs in the community.  
ContiTech USA is a 
division of Continental 
AG, and is a producer 
of rubber and plastics 
technology with locations 
across the globe. 

Access Energy 
Cooperative provides 
electric service to these 
businesses.
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An interesting element of the financial support 
for the ContiTech expansions is the use of New 
Markets Tax Credits (NMTCs). The NMTC funds are 
allocated from the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
and administered through a certified Community 
Development Entity (CDE). Iowa Area Development 
Group works closely with Iowa Community Development (ICD), a certified (CDE) administering 
New Markets Tax Credit funds in Iowa. The key components necessary for an eligible NMTC 
project include that the investment be located in a low-income census tract, create jobs, and 
be transformational in nature. ICD recently received a $75 million allocation to support Iowa 
projects. To learn more about ICD, successful NMTC projects, and program criteria, visit  
www.iowacommunitydevelopment.com. 

New Markets Tax Credits Support  
ContiTech Expansion



IADG Welcomes 
Brittany Wirtz

Brittany Wirtz has 
joined the IADG team 
as Project Finance 
Analyst. A few of the 
key areas she will 
be focusing on are 
fulfilling the USDA 
REDL&G applications, 
supporting the IADG 
Energy Bank and GIS 
mapping. Brittany 

brings an extensive knowledge in finance, 
strategic planning, project management, 
business growth and development. 
She studied marketing and business 
at the University of Northern Iowa and 
proceeded to work in the financial 
industry as an investment advisor. Taking 
her knowledge of finance, background 
in marketing and passion for helping 
others, she started and owned a financial 
planning practice before relocating to 
Ankeny, Iowa with her fiancé. 

Brittany fills the position vacated by Laura 
Linman who recently moved to Atlanta, 
GA with her husband, Josh, to pursue a 
career advancement opportunity for him. 
We thank Laura for her contribution to 
IADG and the state of Iowa and wish her 
all the best as she continues her career in 
the Atlanta area.

Iowa Touts Advantages at IFT
Iowa continues to be a leader 
in the food industry, both in 
production and processing. 
It is common knowledge that 
Iowa is first in the nation in 
corn, pork and egg production, 
and second in red meat and 
soybean production. Combined 
with innovative processing 
and advanced manufacturing 
businesses, Iowa is a major 
force in feeding the world. 

IADG and other partners joined the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) at 
the Institute of Food Technologists (IFT) annual food expo in Las Vegas. The state 
of Iowa has a long and pronounced presence at IFT, both as a way to strengthen 
ties with existing Iowa companies, as well as foster new relationships and generate 
additional business. Congratulations to IEDA on another excellent effort in showcasing 
Iowa’s advantages to a targeted international audience. 

Got Questions? Ask Governor Reynolds
Governor Reynolds is continuing the 
tradition of a monthly call-in show on 
WHO Radio, where listeners can call in 
and speak directly with Iowa’s Governor. 
The Call Governor Reynolds Show is now 
on the second Monday of the month, 
6:00-7:00 p.m., on AM 1040. IADG 
remains a longtime sponsor of this 
important show. 

My IOWA Future – 
Recruiting Workers
The Iowa Economic 
Development 
Authority (IEDA) 
is in the early 
stages of launching 
a workforce recruitment initiative 
targeted at students of two- and four-
year colleges and universities in Iowa 
and surrounding states. This media 
campaign will encourage students 
and young professionals to consider 
Iowa as a place to build their 
career. IADG and several other Iowa 
sponsors have joined in the effort 
and are working collaboratively to 
establish an infrastructure allowing 
interested candidates navigate their 
way to communities and employers 
that match their skills and interests. 
Watch for more details in the coming 
months as the initiative expands. 

IPTV’s Iowa Entrepreneur – A Must See
Now in its second season, Iowa Entrepreneur 
tells the stories of entrepreneurs of all ages 
and backgrounds who have found success in a 
variety of industries. With more than 200,000 
small businesses in our state, and thousands 
more starting up each year, Iowans are turning 
to entrepreneurship in record numbers to reach their dreams. In each feature, you’ll 
meet some of these extraordinary people, learn how they began their businesses, what 
their journeys have been like, how they overcame personal and financial struggles, 
and what defines success for them.

IADG is proud to have been the first sponsor to support this exemplary show and 
remains a steadfast partner in seasons two and three. It is with pride that many of 
the episodes showcase companies in greater Iowa that IADG and our utility partners 
support. Season two is now airing on Iowa Public Television Friday’s at 6:30 p.m. and 
Sunday’s at 10:30 a.m. Season three is already in production and slated to start late 
in 2017. For more information and the show line-up visit www.iowaentrepreneur.org.
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