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Iowa Projects Receive $4.2 Million 
from USDA – USDA REDL&G Spotlight

KOFAB, a manufacturer and supplier of customized stainless 
steel products, is undergoing a 36,000 sq. ft. expansion to 
their Algona fabrication facility. Algona Municipal Utilities 

(AMU) successfully secured a $1 
million pass-through loan through 
the REDL&G program to support the 
expansion. This expansion will provide 

more operating space, higher ceilings to house large equipment, 
better maneuverability for trucks, additional office space, R&D 
space, staging, and testing area. KOFAB plans to create 32 new 
positions over three years, as a result of this project.

A $1 million loan from the REDL&G program was awarded to the 
City of Bancroft to support a $2.9 million expansion of Aluma, 
Ltd, located in Bancroft. 
The 43,200 sq. ft. expansion 
will address a shipping bottleneck occurring due to a lack of 
production and shipping space. This expansion includes the 
addition of three dock doors, shipping offices, equipment to 
load trailers on trucks, a new trailer wash system, and pavement 
improvements. With improved shipping efficiencies, sales and 
production are expected to grow 30%-45%, creating the need 
for an additional 30-45 workers. 

The Burgess Health Center (BHC) 
in Onawa will leverage a $360,000 
loan from the City of Onawa to add a 
permanent MRI facility to the Center. 

A mobile unit parked in their lot has been filling the need. 
The MRI machine, a 900 sq. ft. expansion, and 550 sq. 
ft. renovation will accommodate the new MRI facility. The 
completed project will provide improved health care and 
enhanced technology for the region. The City of Onawa received 
a $300,000 grant and contributed an additional $60,000 to 
loan to BHC. The repayment of these funds will go into a new 
Revolving Loan Fund to support additional community projects.

Winnebago Communications, headquartered in Lake Mills, 
has received a 
$300,000 USDA rural 
development grant and 
with a $60,000 match, 
and will loan $360,000 
to Winnebago County 

for the construction of its $4.6 million Public Safety Center 
to be located in Forest City. The center is vital to the county’s 
law enforcement and emergency management operations. The 
funds will be used for the construction of a new office for the 
sheriff’s department, jail facility and an official county office of 
emergency management coordination, including training center, 
the E911 dispatch center, communications equipment storage 
area, and server storage area.

OmniTel 
Communications, 
located in Nora 
Springs has received a $300,000 USDA rural development 
grant and will loan the grant proceeds to the Riceville Area 
Development Corporation (RAD) located in Riceville. OmniTel 
will create a revolving loan fund and loan $360,000 to RAD to 
assist with the construction of a multi-unit lodging facility and 
restaurant in Riceville. The new facility will address the needs of 
Riceville, Howard County and surrounding communities.

Camp High Hopes, located near Sioux 
City, will add a new Welcome Center 
to their campus, thanks in part to a 
$360,000 loan from Woodbury County 
REC. The new 4,000 sq. ft. Welcome 
Center will include a reception area, 

meeting rooms, camp store, restrooms, office space, and copy/
file and storage areas. This is part of a long-term plan to allow 
for continued growth and delivery of exceptional year-round 
experiences to Midwestern groups and individuals with physical 
and intellectual disabilities. Woodbury County REC received 
a $300,000 grant from the REDL&G program and provided a 
$60,000 match to fund this project. Loan repayments will go 
back into their RLF to fund future projects.

Mary Ann’s Specialty Foods in Webster City is undergoing a 
25,000 sq. ft. expansion to foster growth. Thanks to a $1 
million loan secured by the City of Webster City from the 
REDL&G program, new equipment will strengthen productivity, 
reliability, and quality. The new equipment includes a state-
of-the-art production and cooler facility, installation of six new 
smokehouses and chillers, new inventory tracking system, 
waste water treatment dissolved air flotation system, and a cart 
washing system. Mary Ann’s expects to create 12 new full-time 
positions over the next three years as a result of this expansion. 

The USDA Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant (REDL&G) program provides zero-interest loans to rural 
utilities, which they in turn, pass through to local businesses for projects that will create and retain jobs in rural areas. USDA also 
provides grant funds to eligible utility organizations to establish revolving loan funds. This is a competitive process, and IADG and our 
utility partners work hard to identify and submit Iowa projects that will score well against program parameters. Because of this, the 
REDL&G program has become a tremendous tool that utility partners bring to the table for business and community development. 



Partners in Progress  /  IADG Community Foundation Supports Replication

Our Partners in Progress…

Housing Award:
East Central Development Corporation 
(ECDC) was selected for their “Pocket 
Neighborhood Housing Project” in Preston
and Maquoketa. Housing is a challenge 
across the state of Iowa. The pocket 
neighborhood concept will address the need for workforce 
housing in Jackson County for households at or below 100% of 
the County Median Income level. 

The pocket neighborhoods (small-scale communities in a 
larger-scale world), foster a sense of belonging and meaning. 
The pocket neighborhood concept features clusters of homes 
gathered around a landscaped common area with recreational 
amenities, creating a neighborhood setting and facilitating 
interaction on a daily basis with shared outdoor common space. 
The homes in this project will be single family bungalows that 
incorporate sustainable practices. Grant funds will support final 
blueprints and site layout, review and finalization of association 
covenants, and support for replication. 

Population Growth Award:
Iowa Lakes Corridor Development Corporation 
is implementing the Five by Five (5x5) 
Campaign, in an effort to reverse chronic 
population loss and drive a 5% increase 

in population over a five-year period of 2017 – 2021. This 
extensive program included identification of skill needs and 
attributes needed to fill open positions. Community champions 
were recruited to spread the word through videos and other 
digital marketing channels. High-quality videos and digital 
marketing materials were developed to support the campaign. 
The IADG CF funds will be used to support the development of 

the technology “portal” that allows organizations to accumulate 
a database of prospects and to assist with refining of the 
marketing message and materials. The Iowa Lakes Corridor 
Development Corporation has already generated a lot of interest 
and shared information about their program with other Iowa 
communities. They are interested in sharing their program 
throughout the state. 

Workforce Development Award:
Rocket 
Manufacturing is 
a fully operational 
manufacturing 
business operating 
within Rock Valley 
High School. 
This is the first of its kind in Iowa. The community, school 
district, local companies, volunteers and students have all come 
together to make this project a success. Donated manufacturing 
equipment, welding stations, and other metal fabrication tools 
fill the new 10,000 sq. ft. expansion of the existing “shop 
class.” Local companies are sending smaller jobs to the students 
to test and work with the equipment.  Now in the second of 
a five-year plan, the community and businesses continue to 
show support.  This is real world work for the students.  Each 
semester the students take their position in the company. 
There is a manager, bookkeeper, sales people, marketing and 
other students working in the “plant” taking orders and making 
products. 

The Partners in Progress program is in its early stages. Watch for 
more information and updates at IADG.com/PartnersInProgress 
for additional updates.

Dentists “FIND” Their Way to Iowa Communities Dakota Pack Breaks 
Ground in Estherville

The IADG Community Foundation “Partners in Progress” program was announced at the 2016 Partners 
Forum.  This grant program is about partnering, sharing, and replicating successful projects and 
initiatives that are new and innovative, and have demonstrated significant contribution and value.  

After reviewing the proposals, three organizations were selected as “Partners in Progress.” These 
organizations received $10,000 each, which will support both the ongoing program, and also be 
shared with another organization that is interested in replicating the respective project.  

facebook.com/IADG.IA @IADGiowaf

Dakota Pack, a division of Farmers 
Union Industries, broke ground on 
a new expansion that will double 
the size of their cull hog processing 
facility in Estherville. The construction 
is expected to be completed during 
the Fall of 2017. This expansion 
provides capacity for increased 
processing as well as space for new 
state-of-the-art equipment to provide 
greater efficiencies and an enhanced 
work environment for employees. 
Dakota Pack is planning to remain 
fully operational during construction. 
Dakota Pack is served by Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative. 

The FIND (Fulfilling Iowa’s Need for Dentists) program 
continues to make a tremendous contribution to the 
vitality of Iowa communities by actively connecting 
future dentists with potential locations across the state. 
The map demonstrates the 35 successful private-
practice dentists that are now practicing in Iowa as a 
result of Delta Dental and the FIND program. The 2017 
FIND recipients are Dr. Mysty Shaver practicing in Eagle 
Grove, Dr. Kaci Vela in Mount Pleasant, and Dr. Jarod 

Johnson in Muscatine. The FIND team is actively working to identify candidates 
that are interested in practicing in an eligible county in Iowa. There are five slots 
available and the application deadline is August 1, 2017. 

The coalition of FIND partners includes Delta Dental, Iowa Department of Public 
Health, The University of Iowa College of Dentistry, Ripple Effect and IADG. FIND 
can provide up to $100,000 in dental education financial assistance to new 
dentists dedicated to practicing in under-served areas of Iowa. More information is 
available at www.iowafindproject.com or contact IADG at 800-888-4743



CENTRAL IOWA POWER COOPERATIVE
Central Iowa Power Cooperative – Community Development (Utility Scale Solar Projects, Maggie’s House)
Consumers Energy – Project Development (Bratney Companies, Ditch Witch, Pipeline Project)
Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative – Community Development (Broadband Service to 

Territory) 
Farmers Electric Cooperative – Project Development (Chemtech) 

CORN BELT POWER COOPERATIVE 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative – Project Development (Phase II of the Touchstone Energy 

Park)
Prairie Energy Cooperative – Project Development (Touchstone Energy Park, Prestage Iowa, 

Christensen Farms)
Midland Power Cooperative – Project Development (Ellsworth Industrial Park Development)
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative – Project Development (Spirit Lake Spec Building Innovative 

Plant Solutions Expansion)
Grundy County REC – Community Development (Grundy County Memorial Hospital)

NORTHWEST IOWA POWER COOPERATIVE
Aurelia Municipal Electric Utility – Community Development (Aurelia Daycare)
Woodbury County REC – Project Development (Char-Mac Memory Care & Assisted Living in 

Lawton)
Manning Municipal Utilities – Project Development (Char Mac of Manning, Boulders Hotel 

Project)   

NORTHEAST POWER COOPERATIVE
Southern Iowa Electric Cooperative – Community Development (Van Buren Community School 

Renovation)

MUNICIPAL UTILITY MEMBERS  
Algona Municipal Utilities – Project Development (KOFAB Expansion)  
Lamoni Municipal Utilities – Community Development (Cobblestone Inn & Suites)
Bancroft Municipal Utilities – Project Development (Aluma)
Webster City – Project Development (VeroBlue Project, Van Diest Medical Center)

Iowa Area Development Group recognizes our electric cooperative, municipal 
electric system, and telecommunication sponsors for their participation in 
supporting significant investments, projects, and programs in the areas they serve. 

Congratulations to: 

Woodbury REC Impact Award, 2017

Corn Belt Impact Award, 2017

Algona Municipal Impact Award, 2017

Minburn Communications Receives Ripple Effect IMPACT Award
Minburn Communications, (with offices located in Minburn, Woodward, and Perry) received a Ripple 
Effect IMPACT Award for their role in helping the City of Perry achieve Certified Site status for the 
134-acre industrial park and the ongoing certification process for the city of Woodward’s 186-acre Eco-
Park. Minburn Communications understands the importance of having development-ready business 
parks to compete for economic development projects. They have delivered fiber infrastructure to the 
sites and will assist prospective companies with all of their broadband and telecommunications needs. 
This award celebrates and honors Minburn Communications for its engagement with and collaborative 
contribution to community and economic development in their respective communities. 

The Ripple Effect IMPACT Award annually recognizes economic development leadership, 
investment, and contribution to communities served by an Aureon shareholder. The award is 
sponsored by Aureon and IADG, which manages the Ripple Effect Program. 

2017 IMPACT AWARDS

“Impact Awards” Honor Utility Accomplishments



IADG and our members actively promote 
Iowa and support economic development 
efforts throughout Iowa and nationally. Here 
is a sampling of the efforts that took place 
during the first quarter of 2017.

JANUARY
IAEC Legislative Reception – Des Moines, IA
ABI Legislative Reception – Des Moines, IA
International Production & Processing Expo 

(IPPE) – Atlanta, GA

FEBRUARY
Land Investment Expo – Des Moines, IA
World Ag Expo – Tulare, CA
Aquaculture America – San Antonio, TX
PDI Grow Iowa Day – Des Moines, IA
NTCA Rural Telecom Industry Meeting & 

Expo – San Diego, CA

MARCH
Midwest Poultry Show – St. Paul, MN
Central Plains Dairy – Sioux Falls, SD
REC Day on the Hill – Des Moines, IA

Sites and Buildings Spur 
Development

IADG’s utility partners have a history of 
proactively developing industrial sites 
and buildings to spur business growth. 
Iowa REC’s have actively participated 
in the development of over 7,200 acres 
of industrial property, located in 95 
industrial parks. They have also played an 
active role in constructing 72 speculative 
buildings, providing over 2.2 million sq. 
ft. of industrial space. Three speculative 
buildings, in various stages of planning 
and construction, are located in Spirit 
Lake, Perry and Fairfield. The Spirit Lake 
building is currently under construction, 
while the Perry and Fairfield buildings are 
completing the planning stages. Search 
available sites and buildings in Iowa at 
www.IADG.com. 

IADG Supports IPTV 
Iowa Entrepreneur Series 
for 2nd Year

IADG is proud to have been the first to 
sponsor the IPTV series, Iowa Entrepreneur, 
for its inaugural season airing in 2016. 
Two Iowa businesses and stories of how 
their owners created strong and successful 
companies were featured in each of 
the 13-episode se ason. Based on the 
first season success, Season 2 of Iowa 
Entrepreneur is scheduled to start airing 
in May. IADG will once again be a proud 
sponsor of this exceptional series. Check 
IPTV listing  for specific times.  

IADG First Quarter Events

Congratulations to Freedom Racing 
of Lamoni for earning the Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation “Renew 
Rural Iowa Entrepreneur Award.” 
Tad Whittom, CEO, began the 
business selling products out of his 
home, using his garage, basement, 
and bedrooms as storage space.  Today, Freedom Racing has evolved into 
Lamoni-based Freedom Racing Tool and Auto, LLC with a staff of 12 and 
a warehouse stocked with 10,000 custom parts and tools ready for next-
day shipping to customers around the country. 

An interesting fact is that nearly four years ago, a town in Missouri 
provided Whittom an attractive offer to relocate his business. Through 
the combined efforts of Lamoni Development Group, Decatur County 
Development Group, and Iowa Area Development Group, Whittom made 
the decision to keep his business in Lamoni. Congratulation to all on a 
much deserved recognition.

Freedom Racing Tool and Auto Receives  
IFBF Award

Puck Named Iowa Small Business Person of the Year
Congratulations to Ben Puck, Owner of Puck Custom Enterprises (PCE) in Manning, Iowa, for 
being named the Iowa Small Business Person of the Year. PCE was born out of an effort to 
raise additional farm income during the Farm Crisis. PCE has seen steady growth, undergone 
several expansions, and today has over 50 full-time employees, 10 part-time employees, and 
focuses primarily on the designing, building and selling of manure management equipment. 
The Puck family is also personally involved in supporting all aspects of the Manning community 
and surrounding area. IADG and Western Iowa Power Cooperative also recognized PCE with a 
2010 Iowa Venture Award for significant contributions to Iowa’s economy through entrepreneurial leadership, innovation and job creation. 




